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The Priory is situated on the River Tone, a short 
distance from Taunton. Here, up to the time of Cromwell, 
stood an ancient Priory founded by William Giffard, Bishop 
of Winchester, about A. D. 1115, and which was of consider¬ 
able importance and magnificence in the 13th century. 
Little now remains to mark its site, other than the name, 
and the so-called “ Priory Barn,” an ancient and dilapidated 
building supposed to have formed part of the beautiful 
Convent Church. 
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